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Dates at a glance: 

 

Current Exhibition:  

‘Life is short, Art is long’ 

Mixed media exhibition featuring: 

Rosene Kotz, Sam Kotz,  

Penny Verco & Nikky Levinge. 

Now showing until 4th May 

Next Exhibition:  

‘Fashionista’ 

Textile & Jewellery Exhibition 

11th May  to 29th June 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Material for future newsletters  
can  be left at the gallery marked:   

Attention-Rosie Trenerry  
or emailed to: 
tott@tottgallery.com.au 
 
Please type TOTT NEWSLETTER  
in the subject field. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

'I do love celebrating the arrival of a new display in the 
TOTT exhibition space and so I was delighted to attend 
 the recent opening of our latest exhibition  
‘Life is Short / Art is Long'.  This exhibition features a 
colourful display of creative works by TOTT Members  
Samantha and Rosene Kotz plus their friends and fellow 
artists Nikky Levinge and Penny Verco. 

It was a great afternoon of socialising with members  
and friends. I encourage you all to take some time to visit 
our wonderful gallery soon to explore the display of  
diverse works by these very talented artists first hand. 

Talking about our talented member artists - I would like  
to remind you all to take the opportunity to have your  
creative profile featured on our website. In addition to  
being a great opportunity to promote your own creative 
work to a wider audience, it also helps demonstrate the 
quality and diversity of work on display in our gallery and 
gift shop to potential visitors.  

If you haven't already done so, please complete the ‘Artist 
interview form’ on our website tottgallery.com.au.  
Our IT admin guru will then liaise with you to create your 
profile using the information you provide - it is a very easy 
process.  

Also, why not visit our Facebook page ….. and, did you 
know that we now have a Instagram account, where you 
can find out all the latest activities and featured  
artworks at Top of the Torrens.  

Then last but by no means least, one of the best ways to 
promote our highly commended gallery is simply by word 
of mouth - so lets get talking! 

John Ragless  - TOTT Chairperson 

http://tottgallery.com.au


Penny Verco  
 

As long as Penny can remember she has 

loved to draw. She spent part of her 

childhood in England and moved to  

Australia in 1963, where she continued 

her passion for art and joined the  

Salisbury Art Society.  

Penny worked most of her life and art 

was a creative outlet when time was 

available. Later in her career, while 

working in aged care, Penny was  

pleased and excited to progress to a  

role teaching art to aged care clients.  

She did this until retiring.  

Penny has her own private studio and 

paints whenever she can. She works 

with a range of mediums including  

pastels, oils and acrylics. She likes to 

have fun along the way because that's 

what painting is about.  



Rosene Kotz  
 

Rosene is a self-taught artist working 
in a range of a mediums.  

Her practice as an artist began 
through a desire to recreate what 
she was seeing in everyday life and 
as a creative outlet to express  
herself.  

As a painter, she works with oils, 
acrylics and mixed media.  
She is also a photographer,  
delighting in capturing images of 
South Australia.  

The creation of jewellery and  
sculptural pieces is a new passion 
and she enjoys the challenge of 
working with resin, clay and native 
quandong stone in her art works.  

She finds experimenting with new  
materials inspires her creative  
process.  



Nikky Levinge  

Art was always Nikky’s favourite subject 
at school, although after she left, she 
didn’t really do much, until a work  
colleague suggested she try the art 
group where he was taking lessons.  
This was Nikky’s introduction to oils.  

Some years later, Nikky joined the  
Salisbury Art Society and has been with 
them ever since, expanding her 
knowledge through workshops on 
different media, and through advice 
and suggestions from fellow artists.  

Throughout her artistic career, she has 
explored different phases: pastel birds 
and animals, acrylic Egyptian-themed 
work and more exploration with oils.  

Nikky is currently exploring zentangles 
and coloured pencils.  



Samantha Kotz  

Coming from an artistic family, 
Sam’s childhood was filled with 
exposure to different types of  
art-making.  

A gift of a camera opened up  
photography as a form of  
expression, which has become a 
lifelong love.  

While art was always a creative 
outlet, she eventually went UniSA 
to study art more formally. Her 
studies exposed her to a range of 
disciplines, including digital  
photography, kiln-formed glass, 
printmaking, jewellery, sculpture 
and ceramics.  

Her practice is based on  
observations of the natural world 
and experimentation with  
materials, shape, colour and  
texture.  



Chihuly in the Botanic Gardens 
 

If you haven't already done so, we would highly recommend a day in the big smoke  
to absorb the Chihuly exhibition.  Review & photographs courtesy of Adrian Beacham 

 

 

So what is a Chihuly we hear you ask?  

 

 Dale Chihuly is an American glass artist. 
He is well known in the field of blown 
glass and large-scale glass sculpture 
and the Adelaide Botanical Gardens is 
hosting an exhibition of his artworks 
until the 29th April 2025.   

There are 15 large scale artworks  as 
well as several smaller artworks inside 
the bicentennial conservatory.  
The latter is a ticketed event whilst the 
large scale art is free for all to see  
during the day.  

We found it easier to park in a North Terrace or Centrepoint Car park and enter through the  
North Terrace main gate. There you can find an exhibition guide which will take you in numerical  
sequence through the displays. The sheer scale and magnitude of these glass pieces is mesmerising.  
You find yourself wondering how some items are suspended or kept in place.   

The weight of these artworks is mind boggling, and how they transported them from the USA to here 
without breakage would have been a logistical nightmare.  

There is also the night time viewing of the artworks. Under lights, the glasswork has a different  
appearance, and you can  enjoy them with music and even a drink or two with friends.  

Whilst the daytime viewing is free, Chihuly Nights is a ticketed event with general admission costing $25 
per Adult, $20 student or concession and 12 years or younger are free. This will also give you entry to the 
bicentennial conservatory exhibition. We would recommend the night viewing as early as possible to take 
in all outdoor and indoor exhibits. 



 

In memory of long term TOTT Member Artist  

 

Laurence David Barber 

15.11.1936 - 6.3.2025 

 

 

We all paint our lives. 

The mountains of challenges. 

The rivers of tears. 

The waterfalls of joy. 

We mix the colours of sorrow and laughter. 

Add the colours of experience  

and the years that passed. 

The people we will always remember  

and the moments we will never forget. 

When you glance over my work 

you are catching a glimpse of my life, 

for each stroke is a part of me. 

And if you should think of me, 

think of me in colour, 

immersed in a new story, 

a new picture of peace. 



 

Top of the Torrens Gallery & Gift Shop 

invites you to discover our wide range  

of affordable, high quality  

original art cards and gift ideas. 

 

9 Shannon Street, Birdwood SA 

(adjacent the Birdwood Motor Museum) 

OPEN 7 DAYS  

10.30am to 3.30 pm 

 

We look forward to seeing you soon. 


