TOP OF THE TORRENS

art gallery newsletter

| February 2025

Dates at a glance:

Current Exhibition:

“Hand Made / Hand Crafted”
Artisans exhibition

now showing until 16th March

Next Exhibition:

“Life is short, Art is long”
Rosene Kotz, Samantha Kotz.
Penny Verco & Nikky Levinge
from 23rd March to 4th May

Material for future newsletters
can be left at the gallery marked:

Attention-Rosie Trenerry
or emailed to:
tott@tottgallery.com.au

Please type TOTT NEWSLETTER
in the subject field.

Top of the Torrens Gallery, Birdwood

Welcomes you to

HANVIMADEV
HANDECRARIEDY

Featuring unique artisan items and highlighting the

talents of artists who work from the shed.

Opens on Sunday 2nd February
Join us for refreshments from 2pm

Exhibition concludes on the 16th of March.

=

9 Shannon Street, Birdwood ~ PH 8568 5577
Open 7 Days ~ 10:30am till 3:30pm ~ Including Public Holidays

Chairperson John Ragless was on hand to recently to launch
the TOTT’s latest exhibition:

'l welcome our members, their family and friends to the
'Handmade/Handcrafted' exhibition - our first for 2025 -
where we have 16 exhibiting artists including 3 guest artists.

The array of work we have on display is truly amazing and
inspiring - so congratulations to you all. It is pleasing to see
such a diverse range of fresh creative work, including
paintings in different mediums, mosaics, woodwork and
pottery along with textiles, wirework and jewellery.

The exhibition is open until March 16th - so please tell your
friends to come along to have a browse and maybe buy
something from the exhibition or from the wonderful gift
shop.

Our 2025 exhibition schedule has just become available - note
that our SALA exhibition is booked in for July/August with
early-bird registration in April - so all potential exhibitors
need to start planning now!

Finally, | know that TOTT is going to have a good 2025. We
will soon be upgrading our gallery display partitions with new
custom designed units which will greatly enhance the work of
all of our exhibiting artists, as well as the viewing experience
for visitors.”



HANDIMADEV
HANDRCRARIEDN

Featured artworks by:

From top left down:
Jan Hegarty, John Ragless, Rosemary Rowe,
Carolynn Scholz, Zsuzsanna Hubbard

Centre top: Ellen Wilden,
Top right: Leon Holmes
Above: Mary-Jane Liebelt



HANDINADEV
HANDRCRARIEDN

Featured artworks by:

Top left: Joe Dennis
Above left: Simone Linder-Paton
Above right: Lillian Wright

Right from top down:
Sam Kotz, Rosie Trenerry, Christine Murphy,
Lynda Fanshaw, Annette Dawson
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‘HAND MADE/HAND CRAFTED’
Artisans Exhibition
February 2 - 16 March

‘LIFE IS SHORT, ART IS LONG™
Rosene Kotz, Samantha Kotz, Penny Verco, Nikky Levinge
23 March - 4 May

‘FASHIONISTA’
Textile & jewellery Exhibition
11 May - 29 June

JOURNEYS'
SALA - South Australion Living Artists’ Exhibition
6 July - 31 August

d"' NATURES EMBRACE = STORIES IN COLOUR AND FORM'
Ellen Wilden, Sarah Ellis-Steinborner, Simone Linder-Patton
7 September - 19 October

—
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*‘COMPL-I-MENTARY COLOURS’
0ff the Couch Art Studio
26 October - 7 December

‘COLOURFUL EXPRESSIONS'
Summer Members’ Exhibition
14 December - 1 February 2026

2025 EXHIBITION SCHEDULE

with commencement and conclusion dates for all of this year’s exciting displays.

With an invitation to ALL of our ToTT member Artists & Crafts people for :

2025 - Top of the Torrens Gallery’s textile and jewellery display, titled ‘FASHIONISTA’
will be staged this year from the 11™ of May to the 29" of June and we are now asking for expressions of
interest from both members and non-members to join us for this exhibition. So if you are a ‘maker’ of
beautiful/unique textile and jewellery items, please keep this display in mind.

2025 - - August may seem far off at this stage, but we are already asking for expressions
of interest from Members who may want to participate in our SALA event — Journeys’.

Early Bird registration for SALA needs to be organised by the first week in April, so please add your name
to the list on the desk at the Gallery soon if you wish to be included in the 2025 SALA publication.

Charles Mace was the winner of the Viewer’s Choice Award for the ‘In the Heat of Summer’ exhibition,
with his beautiful painting ‘The Drover’. Coincidently, Talia chose to use this splendid image as the
background artwork for the 2025 exhibition schedule as seen above. Congratulations Charles & thanks
for your ongoing wonderful design work Talia!

Happy Creating — we hope to see your artwork in an exhibition at ToTT this year!
Cheers Annette

*Artists please note — Have your prices kept up with the ever increasing cost of inflation?
Make sure you check your prices and adjust accordingly as you refresh your cards and gift shop items.



TOTT Member’s artwork
features sky high at ‘TDU’

Gumeracha has an active committee desirous of enhancing their town, with Flag / Banners being
continuously rotated throughout the year. With announcement of a Tour Down Under stage finishing
there, | was approached to assist with three flag / Banner designs showcasing bikes.

Top: 3 banners flying high over the streets of Gumeracha

Middle: Birdwood artist Christine Murphy ‘gets wrapped up’
in hanging the first 3 banners
Lower: The 3 original artworks in progress

As someone who loves detail, it was a
challenge to 'simplify', and there is quite a lot
of detail still in the banners that | designed.
Distance from public viewing eyes at ground
level, to a high moving image were part of the
thought process.

Planning a bike on a tall, narrow field required
careful consideration, and trying to stay true
to Jersey types that are worn in the race

was part of the process, with conversations
and ideas bouncing back and forth with the
committee. The wattle and gum blossom
suggested by the committee, are included in

2 paintings.

The banner template needed to allow for
overflow image to be sewn into the hem etc,
and also space for 'Gumeracha' to be added
by the flag printers.

Once the banners had been produced and
were ready, | was given the opportunity to
actually 'hoist' the initial three. It was rather
exciting and humbling at the same time, so see
what was originally on paper, turned into such
a large image for public display.

| would like to thank those who have passed
on words of encouragement both during the
process, and once the flags were flying.

Christine Murphy



THE POSITIVE POWER OF ART

«se.. thisis a true story

Talented TOTT glass artist Ann Beacham recently made a sculpture called Peacycle which she entered
into the recent 2025 Brighton Jetty Sculptures competition.

It was a recycled bicycle wheel forming part of a stylised peacock, and mounted on a wooden plinth.

An artist's statement read:

'For peacocks, life is about living and having a bit of fun.
This is the inspiration for Peacycle.’

It was Ann's first sale for this exhibition and possibly the most significant of her artistic journey to date.
Below is the letter from the new owner, and the story behind the purchase.

Dear Ann,

Thank you so much for my beautiful Peacycle.
My wife (of 35 years) died 2 years ago after
living with dementia.

To be truthful | have not really wanted to go on
living, but then | saw your sculpture and | was
overwhelmed with how beautiful it was and the
words “life is about living”.

| will look at it every day and think of ****
and enjoy your lovely words.

Thank you so much (names witheld)

The Brighton Jetty Sculptures Competition is now in its 18th year,
raising money for the Brighton Surf Life Saving Club. It is run in the last
two weeks of January and hosts sculptors and artists from all over
South Australia. With around $20,000 in prize money on offer, the
stakes are high and the quality of the work is nothing short of amazing.

This year local artists, Ann and Adrian Beacham entered some of their art
for the third year. Whilst they did not receive any awards, their artworks
were a big hit with the public.

Ann's piece, titled 'Peacycle’ was one of the most photographed pieces.
It was sold in the first 2 days, and a commission was also taken for
another.

Adrian entered his Kangaroo (The lookout) and Emu (Larry) as a combined
entry titled ‘Aussie Coat of Arms’ and it was one of the first sales for the
event. His pickaxe fish were also popular with the public. In all the couple
entered 12 pieces with 10 pieces selling and a commission taken.

When asked about their BJSC experience, Ann & Adrian said:

“The positive side of displaying our art at Brighton is that we are
exposed to the broader community and awareness of our work is
spreading across Adelaide and South Australia. It also increasing
traffic to the TOTT Gallery website with people looking up the artists
and finding them on our artists profiles.

We are already thinking about next year’s entries” .



5 ADELADE
3 FRINGE % 2025

adelaidefringe.com.au

IN
ESSENCE

IRENE ARVIDSON \ PETER BAKA \ LYNNE GRIFFITHS
AMY HAMLYN \ PAULINE MILLER \ TREVOR SCHAEFER
ELLEN SCHLOBOHM \ KATEY SMOKER \ LEANNE STAHL
HELEN THOMAS \ HEATHER WADROP

Opening event: Sunday 9 February 2025, 2pm - 5pm

Exhibition open 12 February - 29 March 2025
Wednesday to Saturday, 12pm - 5pm %
Gallery 1855: 2 Haines Rd, Tea Tree Gully @




