TOP OF THE TORRENS

art gallery newsletter

| September 2024 |

Welcome to New
Members:

Natalie Dolinovskaya
David Hough
Jennifer Turner

Dates at a glance:

Current Exhibition:
‘The Art of Wood’
now showing until October 13th

Next Exhibition:

‘Whatever Next’
Beacham/Painter exhibition
October 20th - December 1st

Material for future newsletters
can be left at the gallery marked:

Attention-Rosie Trenerry
or emailed to:
tott@tottgallery.com.au

Please type TOTT NEWSLETTER
in the subject field.
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The current display in the TOTT exhibition
space showcases the creative works of 18 TOTT
member artists plus 4 guest artists

and, as the name states, the focus is

" THE AT OF WOOD |

TOTT Chairperson John Ragless is a dedicated woodturner
who loves his craft, making him perfectly qualified to help curate
and open this exhibition.

Happy to share his knowledge of this timeless raw material, John
spoke enthusiastically to those gathered for the official opening:-

“Wood is one of the oldest materials used in artistic creations having been employed since prehistoric times to
create sculptures, paintings and objects of beauty.

Wood's versatility, beauty, and availability have made it a popular choice among artists of all ages. Wood art
represents a fusion of creativity and craftsmanship. It entails taking raw wood and shaping it into works of art that
radiate beauty, warmth, and grace. Within this broad spectrum, artisans master carving, sculpting, woodturning
and painting to craft intricate pieces.

To excel in wood art, artists must possess a deep understanding of the characteristics, patterns, and textures of
various wood species. This knowledge empowers them to accentuate the inherent beauty of the material and bring
their artistic visions to life, with each piece carrying a tale within its grain, echoing the artist's inspiration or
experience.

Whether in the form of a sculpture, a carving or a painting — wood art possesses the uncanny ability to captivate
and draw viewers into its world. Wood art encompasses a captivating array of forms, each distinguished by its
unique characteristics and crafting methods, including:

eWood carving, characterised by its intricacy and detail, involves shaping wood to create three-dimensional
designs. The results can range from delicate and intricate to bold and dynamic.

e Woodturning, which relies on a lathe machine to craft symmetrical shapes like bowls, vases, and furniture legs.
This technique allows for diverse textures and finishes.

eWood inlay, involves fitting together thin pieces of contrasting wood to form decorative patterns or images.
This meticulous craftsmanship yields visually stunning designs.

Artists who paint often find inspiration in the natural world. This means they interact with nature using multiple
senses (including sight, hearing, touch, smell, and taste), creating works of art that incorporate what they observe.
These artworks can be in any medium and can be abstract or realistic. “

Before declaring the exhibition officially open, John added “So, | say thankyou to all the 22 artists who have
contributed their art to this exhibition —to our member artists and to our guest artists.

As an aside note, | also wish to give a special thankyou to Samantha Kotz one of our young enthusiastic members for
her work in helping to organise this exhibition. And of course, | take this opportunity to wish all the dads a happy
Fathers Day today! | will finish with this quote from the famed Greek philosopher Aristotle who once wrote that
"Art not only imitates nature, but it also completes its deficiencies." This can be interpreted as art not only
recreating the natural world but also creating new ways in which to see it in another light. In other words, art is

the missing voice of what nature lacks to speak. | say to you today, draw inspiration from nature's patterns,

Pictured above: An intricate example of the art of inlay by Greg Stuart
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WELCOME TO
‘THE ART OF WOOD’

BIRDWOOD

FEATURING THE WORK OF INTERNATIONAL
WOODTURNER TIM SKILTON

TO BE OPENED
SUNDAY 1ST OF SEPTEMBER AT 2PM BY

JOHN RAGLESS

EXHIBITION CONCLUDES ON 13TH OCTOBER

9 SHANNON STREET BIRDWOOD
PH (08) 8568 5577

OPEN WED TO MON - 11AM - 4PM
INCLUDING PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

AN EXPLORATION OF THE MEDIUM OF WOOD AT

TOP OF THE TORRENS GALLERY

A0 T I

Featuring the creative work of :

Jill Allanson Barry Liddicoat

Peter Austin Simone Linder-Paton

Laurie Barber Christine Murphy
Yash Chadra John Ragless

Annette Dawson Greg Rees

Joe Dennis Rose Rees
Lynda Fanshaw Tim Skilton

Leon Holmes Lyn Stephens

David Hough Greg Stuart

Rosene Kotz Peta Stuart

Samantha Kotz Ellen Wilden
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Artists clockwise from top left:

Simone Linder-Paton, Greg & Rose Rees, Tim Skilton, Samantha Kotz, Lyn Stephens,
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Artists clockwise from top left:
Lynda Fanshaw, Barry Liddicoat, Rosene Kotz, David Hough, Joe Dennis



‘Nature’s Artisan’

In the remote wilderness of the

Yorke Peninsula, nature has been
sculpting an artistic masterpiece -

an osprey nest, intricately woven from
wood collected from the surrounding
areas by these majestic birds.

This image celebrates the art that
nature creates in the most unexpected
of places, where resilience, patience,
and beauty have converged to form

a nest built over many years.

Image & text by Annette Dawson




TO ALL OF OUR
TOTT MEMBER ARTISTS
& CRAFTS PEOPLE!

With August and SALA now concluded,
the Summer Exhibition at Top of the Torrens Gallery
is fast approaching, so please keep up your creativity.

'IN THE HEAT OF SUMMER’

opens at the Gallery on the 8™ of December

and we would love to see some of your work
in this exhibition.

Please add your name to the list on the gallery desk
if you would like to participate,
or phone the Gallery attendant and ask them to do this for you.

Ph 8568 5577 11am to 4pm Wednesday to Monday
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Artist of the month - September

Viv Liddicoat

| have always loved to draw, my school books had lots
of illustrations and also the blackboards when | was teaching.

In the eighties | completed a Ceramic Certificate and spent the
next 15 years making and selling pottery from home. | really
enjoyed the aspects of design and glazing. We went to many art
and craft fairs with the trailer loaded up to the roof.

In 1990 | was a founding member, and became secretary for 10
years, and then a life member, of the Tanderra Craft Village in
Whyalla, and | also sold pottery every month through a shop
there.

In 2002 | joined the Whyalla Art Group for a gentler lifestyle,
and quickly discovered a love for Watercolour painting. | am
still fascinated by how the paint moves around the paper with
a mind of its own.

When we moved to Springton in 2013 | joined the Top of
Torrens Gallery and have also enjoyed being part of SALA at
Springton in recent years.

| have exhibited around SA over the years including Whyalla,
Cleve Field days, Clare and Murray Bridge, having had good
success with sales and Watercolour

prizes. | have also exhibited at Victor Harbor with good results.

Painting the grandchildren, still life, birds and animals gives me
great pleasure and there is always something new to learn.




What's on at
The Art Gallery of SA?

From: https://www.agsa.sa.gov.au/

Good News!

The Tarnanthi Art Fair has been funded by BHP for this year.
It will be running online from 18 — 21 October 2024 with
quality art and crafts from Indigenous artists across Australia
and the Torres Strait Islands. All proceeds go to the artists.

Changes at the Gallery

In early July AGSA farewelled not only Director Rhana Devenport who has been with us since October 2018, but also, suddenly,
Assistant Director (Programs) Dr Lisa Slade, who has taken up the Hugh Ramsay Chair in Australian Art History at The Universi-
ty of Melbourne. We will miss them both and wish them well in their new ventures. Assistant Director Emma Fey is now Acting
Director of AGSA. So change is afoot at the Gallery and we look forward to what it may bring later this year and in 2025.

CURRENT EXHIBITIONS AT AGSA INCLUDE:

Reimagining the Renaissance
20 Jul 2024 — 13 Apr 2025 Free entry

The European Renaissance witnessed profound artistic and cultural change, a rebirth following the devastating loss of
knowledge in the so-called ‘Dark Ages’. Placing humanism at its centre, Reimagining the Renaissance provides an account of
the revolutionary changes in art across Europe during this transformative period in art.

Brent Harris: Surrender & Catch
6 Jul - 20 Oct 2024, Free entry

This exhibition explores the work of contemporary Australian artist Brent Harris. Moving between figuration and abstraction,
Harris deploys both humour and the grotesque to examine psychological subject matter and visualise his complex and contra-
dictory feelings.

Rethinking Australian Art
Gallery 6 Ongoing and free entry

This series of displays highlights the complex and radical changes that occurred in Australian art after World War I, including
the revelation of Aboriginal art, the Feminist art movement and the rise of conceptual art and post modernism.

Misty Mountain, Shining Moon: Japanese landscape envisioned
Ongoing and free entry

Treat yourself to viewing beautiful landscapes, glass works, sculptures and the amazing four-channel video created by
teamlab Japan called Ever Blossoming Life Il - A whole year per hour: Gold 2016. It's mesmerizing!

Tom Phillips: Running on empty
27 Jul — 31 Oct 2024 and free entry

Guildhouse Fellowship winner Tom Phillips presents the outcomes of his work in this exhibition. He paints from personal expe-
rience and highlights issues of social justice, capturing the everyday experiences of loneliness, alienation, vulnerability and
hardship. Gestural layers of oil paint and oil pastels are built up laying bare the human struggle.

Presented by the Art Gallery of SA, Guildhouse and the James & Diana Ramsay Foundation.

Julia Robinson: Sculptural storytelling
Until Nov 2024 and free entry

Julia Robinson was the SALA focus artist for 2024 and her work will remain on display until November. Robinson draws on
European folklore, mythology and gothic ritual, often focusing on the macabre or taboo elements of these histories. She is
fascinated by the narratives that humans have developed to understand the inevitabilities of life, such as birth, death and sex.
The display builds on AGSA’s fundamental commitment to acquiring and exhibiting the work of South Australian artists.

Ann Davenport
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