
 

Dates at a glance: 

Current Exhibition:  

SALA - ‘Our Stories’  

Featuring works by  

TOTT Member Artists 

Now showing until 25th August 

Next Exhibition:  

‘The Art of Wood’ 
Showing 1st September - 13th October 

Annual General Meeting: 

Tuesday 17th September 

10am ‘Downstairs’ at the Gallery 

 

 

Material for future newsletters  
can  be left at the gallery marked:   

Attention-Rosie Trenerry  
or emailed to: 
tott@tottgallery.com.au 
 
Please type TOTT NEWSLETTER  
in the subject field. 

TOP OF THE TORRENS  

art gallery newsletter 
 

| July 2024 | 

I consider our SALA (South Australian Living Artists) exhibition at 
Top of the Torrens Gallery to be one of our most prestigious 
events for the year. So it is a pleasure to be involved in this years 
SALA 'Our Stories' exhibition, and in particular to attend our 
opening event on July 7th. There were over 20 members and 
family friends that attended on the day - not a lot - but it was a 
great day of talking and enjoying each others company.  

Of course, the exhibiting artists and their work is what an  
exhibition is all about - so I congratulate all 26 artists on their 
work.  This exhibition reaches a very high standard, I urge you to 
make sure you see it before it closes at the end of August.  

Adelaide Hills Councillor, Malcolm Herrmann was our special 
guest and officially opened the exhibition - Malcolm has been a 
valued member and friend of the Gallery for a number of years.  

In his speech Malcolm highlighted the importance of SALA in  
giving opportunities for so many artists to present their work to  
the public through venues such as 
our Gallery. 

The Adelaide Hills Council is a  
valued supporter of the arts and  
I acknowledge their valuable  
support of Top of the Torrens  
Gallery. 

 
John Ragless  

TOTT Committee Chairperson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

@ TOTT 2024  “Our Stories“ 



Quirky, vibrant, 

 

Jill Allanson 

Peter Austin 

Ann Beacham 

Adrian Beacham 

Tori Bedford 

Marg Benkis 

Jacky Cooper 

Annette Dawson 

Joe Dennis 

Sarah Fawcett 

Ann Gibbons 

Leon Holmes  

Rosene Kotz 

Samantha Kotz 

Barry Liddicoat 

Viv Liddicoat  

Simone Linder-Patton 

Charles Mace 

Christine Murphy 

Mike Painter 

John Ragless 

Rosemary Rowe 

Alice Shore 

Robyn Smith  

John Weight 

Ellen Wilden 

 

      luxurious & bold  
 

… these are the words that immediately came to 
mind to describe the trio of artworks which greet 
visitors upon entry to the TOTT 2024 SALA  

Exhibition “Our Stories”. 

‘Cat ‘n’ Cushion’ - Acrylic wall art by Mike Painter;   
Hand-felted & beaded bowl by Robyn Smith; 

Handcrafted ceramics by Jacky Cooper. 

 

 

 

@ TOTT 2024   

“Our Stories“ 
Featuring the creative works  

of  TOTT Member Artists  
 

 



  

 

 

Our artists are taking us on their own personal ‘creative journey’ 

this year with an extensive selection of wonderful pieces.  

Creations encompass paintings in all media, such as colourful oils 

by Leon Holmes & Charles Mace, finely detailed acrylics by Mike 

Painter, Tori Bedford, Jill Allanson & John Weight and pastels by 

Joe Dennis & Ellen Wilden.  

Delicately carved lino prints by Sarah Fawcett, watercolours by 

Viv Liddicoat & Christine Murphy and photography by  

Rosene Kotz are included. Alice Shore’s animal sketch and  

a painting also feature.  

Beautifully crafted pottery  

pieces, some functional, some  

decorative and other pieces  

purely of a whimsical nature,  

by Joe Dennis, Marg Benkis,  

Peter Austin, Jacky Cooper and  

Simone Linder-Patton feature, as do  

beautiful turned wood works, by  

John Ragless and wonderfully crafted 

wooden creations by Barry Liddicoat.  

Delightfully colourful glass pieces by 

Ann Beacham and thoughtfully de-

signed metal sculptures by Adrian 

Beacham are included in the display, 

as are textiles and knits, in the form 

of scarves and beanies, (both hand 

painted silk and hand knitted wool-

len), by Annette Dawson & Rosemary 

Rowe, along with a delightful jacket 

for this cold winter weather, made 

from recycled fabrics by Robyn 

Smith.  

Jewellery by Samantha Kotz,  

art cards/prints and much more are 

also on view. A diverse display well 

worth taking the time to visit  

& explore!  

Annette Dawson - Exhibition Convenor 

@ TOTT 2024  “Our Stories“ 

Acrylic wall art by Jill Allanson: 

Olivewood table &  

timber nautilus by Barry Liddicoat 

A whimsical , ceramic   

high-rise fairy garden  

by Marg Benkis 

Hand painted ceramic plate  

by Simone Linder-Paton 

Hand carved lino print  

by Sarah Fawcett 



@ TOTT 2024  “Our Stories“ 

On Sunday 7th July a group of dedicated  
members and guests braved the cold  
wintery conditions to gather for the opening of 
the TOTT SALA exhibition, 'Our Stories'.  

In his opening address, Councillor Malcom 
Herrmann spoke about how the AHC supports 
arts throughout the region.  He then moved  
to focus on our diverse group of artists and the  
variety of mediums on display, describing the  
exhibition as a visual feast, before  
declaring it officially ‘open’. 

This was followed by Ann and Adrian Beacham 
giving an insight into the processes they use to 
create their artworks.  

Ann had a detailed explanation on how she  
creates her amazing suncatchers, while Adrian 
explained the stages he goes through to create 
his metal roses. 

Pictured above, Rosene Kotz was keen to learn of the  
creative processes undertaken by Adrian and Ann 
Beacham. Glass art by Ann Beacham 

Pastel wall art by Joe Dennis 

Wall art by Tori Bedford; Felting by Robyn Smith  

& Timber art by John Ragless   



 

 

 

 

Here is your chance to  

 

of the TOTT Committee 
 

17th September 2024  - a  Tuesday - is the 
date set for the Annual General Meeting of 
Top of the Torrens Gallery.    

Please note it down in your diary now. 

I would like all members to attend this 
years meeting, to support the current  
committee who work very hard to present 
exhibitions and run the gift shop for you  
6 days a week.   

Without the  committee we would not 
have this beautiful Top of the Torrens  
Gallery.  

The AGM will start at 10.00am, downstairs 
off the balcony area at the gallery, to be  
followed by lunch at the Birdwood Hotel.  

From your TOTT Chairperson 

John Ragless 

The 
 
 
 

 

The next exhibition after SALA  
is our September exhibition  
‘The Art of Wood’, which will be held  
from the 1st of September to the  
13th of October 2024. 
 

This exhibition is a celebration of  
the art of wood with artists preparing  
wood turned pieces, wooden jewellery,  
wood-fired ceramics and wood-themed  
wall art. 
 

We have quite a few artists who have  
already signed up to exhibit works,  
however we still have spaces for a couple  
more people and we would love to have  
you join us. 
 

If you would like to participate with 2D or  
3D art, a sign-up sheet is located on the desk  
in the Gallery.  

For more information please contact:  
samanthakotz.art@icloud.com 

Members rostered on TOTT gallery duty will be pleased to note that the new banner,  
in addition to being bright and fresh, is much easier to manage than the old one.   
It is to be positioned in the same location as its predecessor and, from now on,  
the banner will be used in conjunction with a single, double sided ‘A Frame’  
footpath sign to help guide visitors to our door.   

Visitors to both our exhibition space and gift shop are regularly lavish in their praise  
of our talented Member Artists and their works, frequently choosing to purchase items  
to give as gifts or claim as their own. 

By regularly changing over your gift shop inventory Member Artists can ensure that  
both new and repeat visitors (of whom we have many) are always met with a fresh  
display of artistic creations to enjoy.   

Members who are rostered on gallery duty are asked to please try to remember to  
notify wall artists in particular, of their sales so that they can arrange prompt 
replacement of their artwork as well as enjoy the news.  

 



Artist of the month - June 

Adrian Beacham 

My journey as an artist is somewhat accidental.  
After a career in mechanical systems and working 
with designers and engineers, I had visions on how 
things could be make to suit a purpose or improved 
on.  Having taken early retirement, I now dedicate 
some of my time to making my artistic visions a  
reality. 

When I create my art, I often use a combination of 
different skills from metal forming and forging, to 
combining with other mediums such as glass, wood 
and stone.  I like to recycle a lot of material to  
create my art as the creative vision comes from the 
different shapes seen in some objects.  Some of my 
earlier works were predominantly wrought iron  
designs, and were in the forms of furniture, arches 
and gazebo, where function and form all had a 
place in the design. 
 

I am inspired by the area  
I live in and the animals  
I encounter.    

Most recently I won the 
Barossa Garden Sculpture 
Competition with my 
sculpture “The Lookout”, 
a kangaroo made from 
recycled metal and  
machinery parts. 

 

At times I work in collaboration with my talented 
wife who is an accomplished glass artist.   
Together we assume the name of Tong and Chic 
Creations - you can follow us on Facebook. 

I am always looking for ideas and inspiration, and 
am always open to creating individual  
pieces of art to suit your needs and ideas. 

 



Artist of the month - July 
Barry Liddicoat 

I have always been interested in working with timber,  

dating back to the days of woodworking lessons in  

Primary School. 

This led me to pursue a carpentry and joinery  

apprenticeship in the Whyalla shipyard which  

commenced in 1964.  Beautiful timbers including  

Queensland maple were used in the making of 

French polished and then later lacquered  

furniture for the ship’s accommodation. 

Around 1993 I became interested in woodturning  

following a visit to Tasmania and Victoria and seeing 

some of the work dome by their artisans.  With a lot 

of reading and watching of videos and DVD’s, I have 

been able to get a lot of enjoyment out of making 

objects which can be functional and sometimes just 

to bring out the beauty of the grain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I also enjoy making things which are a bit  

different and quirky, but still basically made from 

timber.   

I have enjoyed participating in SALA exhibitions in 

Birdwood and Springton for the last several years. 

 



 
 

 
Presenting  

 

Joe Dennis, Viv Liddicoat,  
Mary Jane Liebelt & Mike Painter 

 

OPEN 9am - 4pm  - Mt. Pleasant Showgrounds Atrium,  
Melrose Street Mount Pleasant  

 

August 3 & 4, 10 & 11, 17 & 18, 24 & 25, 31  

Sponsored by Mt. Pleasant Farmers Market 



Call into the TOTT soon 

to experience  

“Our Stories”  

 

& collect your  

2024 SALA print program  

 

- NOW AVAILABLE - 


