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Hi to all members and friends  
of our wonderful Birdwood TOTT gallery,  

we have once again had a truly great year.  

We have showcased 7 exhibitions in 2024, featuring the diverse work of our  
members and special guest artists. You can look forward to another great series  
of exhibitions that we have scheduled for 2025.  

One of the new innovations that TOTT has embraced this year is social media – not 
only are we on Facebook but we now have our own Instagram account and will soon 
be experimenting with You tube, so you can keep up with the latest news!  

Whilst some of members have left TOTT we have had new members join the TOTT 
family during the year.  I welcome each of them and hope they will enjoy the  
experience of being a part of the gallery community.  

Of course, TOTT would not be able to operate without our dedicated volunteers –  
so thankyou to the entire team. It was wonderful to see so many members with 
their family and friends attend the opening of our latest exhibition 'In the Heat of  
Summer', including some surprised visitors who were able to participate in  
Christmas drinks and nibbles with a lot of good cheer!  All had a good time, and I  
for one trust we might encourage more of this in future opening events.  
For those who, for whatever reason were unable to participate, you missed  
out on a lovely day which had a great atmosphere.   

All participation fees collected for this exhibition  will be donated to cancer  
research, so thankyou. I certainly hope that you can find the time to visit the  
gallery for this beautiful exhibition before it concludes on 26th January.  
There are 26 member artists participating in this year’s display and they have  
responded to the summer theme with a wonderfully diverse selection of artworks.  

This newsletter is our last for 2024. For those who are unaware, Rosie Trenerry has 
been editing the TOTT newsletter for a long time. Rosie provides all our members 
and friends with such a high quality production every 2 months which I know takes  
a lot of time. As well as the newsletter, Rosie collates all members sales every 
month as well as distribution of payment advices. The reason I am highlighting 
Rosie's work with TOTT is because her husband Michael Trenerry passed away  
during October. Michael was not only the beloved husband of Rosie, he was also a 
friend of TOTT and to me personally. I always valued Michael's advice and sought it 
on a variety of matters. It was important to me and the TOTT family to make this 
special mention of Michael – so thankyou Michael from all of us at TOTT.  

Finally, I take this opportunity to wish you all a happy Christmas  
and all the best for 2025.  

John Ragless  - Chairperson TOTT  
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Congratulations and thank you to all of the talented TOTT 

members who have contributed their beautiful works of art to  
create the fabulous display that is ‘In the heat of Summer’.   
 

A snapshot of the works on display can be found above and on  
the following pages however, a visit to the TOTT in person is sure  
to delight. 
 

Our annual artisans exhibition ‘Hand Made / Hand Crafted’ 
will be first up on the TOTT 2025 exhibition calendar, to be staged  
from 2nd February  to 16th March .   
 

Both Members and non-members may still lodge an expression of 
interest in having their work featured in this display.  So, if you are a 
‘maker’ of unique items, in whatever form, and would like to exhibit 
please add your name to the list on the desk at the gallery or  
contact exhibition co-ordinator Annette Dawson ASAP  
at  tottgallery@gmail.com  for more information. 

mailto:tottgallery@gmail.com


Artists clockwise from top right: 

Alana Preece & Ellen Wilden 

Lillian Wright 

David Hough 

Annette Dawson 



Artists clockwise from top right: 

Lynda Fanshaw 

 

Rosene Kotz, Robyn Smith  

& Carolynn Scholz  

Peter Austin 

Adrian Beacham 

Simone Linder-Paton 

 



Review ………………………………..... 

If you are looking for a short break away from the  

hustle & bustle of the festive season, you might  

like to take a leisurely stroll through the Botanic 

Gardens on North Terrace and experience the 

amazing glass sculptures by C H I H U LY.  

Fabulous by day and amazing by night! 

Are you, or is someone you know   

a budding / keen photographer? 

If so, please note that the  

2025 GULLY ARTS SHOW  

[21st February  - 1st March]  

will include a photography section. 

For further details contact: brian.adams@tpg.com.au 

Sponsored by the Tea Tree Gully Lions Club 

Supported by the City of Tea Tree Gully 



 
       
 
 
 
 

What’s new at the  
Art Gallery of South Australia? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Director  In early July AGSA farewelled not only Director Rhana Devenport who has 

been with us since October 2018, but also, suddenly, Assistant Director (Programs) Dr Lisa Slade, 
who has taken up the Hugh Ramsay Chair in Australian Art  
History at The University of Melbourne.  

We will miss them both and wish them well in their new ventures. Assistant Director Emma Fey 
has been Acting Director of AGSA but from February 2025 the new Director, Jason Smith will be 
with us!   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jason Smith has more than 25 years’ experience in visual arts curation and leadership. 
He is currently the Director of Geelong Gallery, and was formerly Curatorial  
Manager of Australian Art at Queensland Art Gallery/Gallery of Modern Art.  
He was also the Director and CEO of Heide Museum of Modern Art from 2008 to 2014, the 
Director of Monash Gallery of Art from 2007 to 2008 and held the position of Curator  
Contemporary Art at the National Gallery of Victoria from 1997 to 2007. 

 
 

 
 

 



CURRENT EXHIBITIONS AT AGSA INCLUDE: 

Radical Textiles     

https://www.agsa.sa.gov.au/whats-on/exhibitions/radical-textiles/ 

23 Nov 2024 – 30 Mar 2025 in  Galleries 22, 23, 25 

This is a ticketed exhibition – Adults $30 and Concession $25 
Purchase tickets via the AGSA website at https://events.ticketbooth.com.au/tickets/radical-textiles 
 
It is a wonderfully curated exhibition and will not disappoint with its wide range of clothing, banners and tapes-
tries including the Women’s Suffrage Centenary Community Tapestries, 1993, for the South Australian Parlia-
ment.  I remember going into Adelaide to “weave a pass” in this tapestry in the 1990s as part of the invitation to 
the community to participate. I was going a tapestry weaving course at the time with Elaine Gardner, a co-
worker of Kay Lawrence’s. Many of you may remember this period when tapestry weaving was so popular. 

From the Exhibition Catalogue p 16 

Tapestry weaving in South Australia is perhaps represented most significantly through the work of the artist 
Kay Lawrence (b. 1947). Lawrence’s practice in tapestry, on Peramangk land in the Adelaide Hills, has fo-
cused on concepts of feminism and materiality for several decades. Her tapestries, Daughter, 1995–96, and 
Rant, 2002, 2009, and 2017, are key works in the exhibition, as is the Women’s Suffrage Centenary Commu-
nity Tapestries, 1993, for the South Australian Parliament, and the Women in Trade Unions banner with 
artist Elaine Gardner, 1985–87, for which Lawrence was both designer and contributor. There is strength in 
numbers in textiles: many hands are involved in changing minds. Using textiles, they express and engender 
solidary. The message is also the medium 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reimagining the Renaissance 

20 Jul 2024 – 13 Apr 2025   Free entry 

The European Renaissance witnessed profound artistic and cultural change, a rebirth following the devastating loss of 
knowledge in the so-called ‘Dark Ages’. Placing humanism at its centre, Reimagining the Renaissance provides an account 
of the revolutionary changes in art across Europe during this transformative period in art.  

Rethinking Australian Art  
Gallery 6 Ongoing and free entry 

This series of displays highlights the complex and radical changes that occurred in Australian art after World War II, includ-

ing the revelation of Aboriginal art, the Feminist art movement and the rise of conceptual art and post modernism. 

Misty Mountain, Shining Moon: Japanese landscape envisioned 
Ongoing and free entry 

Treat yourself to viewing beautiful landscapes, glass works, sculptures and the amazing four-channel video created by 
teamLab Japan called Ever Blossoming Life II - A whole year per hour: Gold 2016.  It’s mesmerizing! 

Ann Davenport  26 Nov 2024 

Editors Note: “Many thanks Ann for your regular reports keeping the TOTT community  

abreast of the happenings at the Art Gallery of SA.” 
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CHIHULY IN THE BOTANIC GARDEN 
- editors phone pic - 


